
Addressing Alberta's Housing Crisis 
Through Our “Connecting Communities” Project

Alberta's Housing Crisis Needs Solutions

Today, we stand at a pivotal juncture in addressing one of 
Alberta's most pressing challenges – the affordable housing 
crisis. As we navigate through this, it's imperative to recognize 
that the solution lies not just within our major cities but also in 
the untapped potential of the communities stretching along 
the Calgary-Edmonton corridor. The integration of regional 
rail into this landscape represents a transformative step 
towards balanced regional development and housing 
affordability.

Rail: A Catalyst for Community Revitalization

The ARR “Connecting Communities” initiative is more than a 
transportation project; it's a catalyst for sustainable 
community growth and development. By enhancing rail 
connectivity between Calgary and Edmonton, we unlock the 
doors to a myriad of possibilities – possibilities that allow for 
the growth of housing options in communities along this 
corridor. This expansion is not merely about constructing 
homes; it's about building thriving, connected communities 
where affordability is not a distant dream but a tangible 
reality. 

Investing in rail infrastructure along this corridor is not just a 
transportation investment; it's an economic and social 
investment. It creates jobs, stimulates local economies, and 
lays down the infrastructure for future prosperity.  It's about 
nurturing communities where individuals and families have 
access to affordable homes, quality amenities, and 
opportunities for a better life.

We have a special focus on serving underserved 
communities, including indigenous and rural areas. Our 
dedication to transportation equity extends to these 
communities as well.

Benefits of AAR’s “Connecting Communities” 
Vision: 
● Accessible Transportation: Prioritizing affordable 

transportation for all Albertans including marginalized 
communities.

● Economic Growth: Boosting sustainability and economic 
development in smaller Alberta communities while enhancing 
the quality of life for all residents. 

● Airport and Health Center Connectivity: Connecting major 
international airports and hospitals for efficiency and 
accessibility.

● Reduced Emissions: Significantly reducing CO2 emissions 
compared to air travel, contributing to a more sustainable and 
environmentally-friendly transportation option. 

“Rail for All” 5 pillars
1. Safety: Implementing safety measures such as redundant signaling systems, automatic train control, and collision avoidance systems to prevent 

accidents.

2. Sustainability: Utilizing sustainable technologies and practices such as electric or hydrogen-powered trains, and incorporating energy-efficient 
design elements into infrastructure and stations.

3. Practical: Utilizing existing technologies CFR, AAR, FRA compliant freight compatible rolling stock.

4. Accessibility: Accessible and convenient for all. Ensuring that rail systems are accessible and convenient for all users, including providing 
ramps and elevators at stations, and offering special accommodations for passengers with disabilities or mobility limitations.

5. Equality: Working all communities including  indigenous communities to ensure that rail projects are developed in a way that respects the 
rights and interests of these communities.
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About Alberta Regional Rail Inc. and 
Integrate Travel Research & Development. 

Alberta Regional Rail (ARR) and Integrated Travel & Rail 
Development (ITRD) are two distinct entities within 
Alberta's transportation and development sector, each with 
unique goals and objectives.

Alberta Regional Rail (ARR): ARR is a for profit corporation 
focused on developing a regional rail transportation system 
that connects key cities within Alberta, such as Edmonton 
and Calgary, and potentially extends to Montana. This 
project aims to improve connectivity, boost economic 
growth, and offer sustainable transportation solutions.

Integrated Travel & Rail Development (ITRD): ITRD is a Not 
For Profit entity with a broader initiative, encompassing 
various aspects of travel, infrastructure, economic and social 
development. It is set up to do the necessary feasibility 
studies and project assessments required for this scale of 
initiative. 

We presently we have two projects.  “Connecting 
Communities” our vision to revitalize  small Alberta towns 
and communities, and  “Connecting Neighbours” our vision 
to connect Alberta to Montana, and our cousins to the south.

Two Entities, One Objective. “Rail for All”

"Rail for All" represents a commitment by Alberta Regional 
Rail (ARR) and Integrated Travel & Rail Development (ITRD) 
to ensure fairness and inclusivity in Alberta's transportation 
system. This guiding principle is dedicated to bringing the 
benefits of rail transit to all citizens, particularly focusing on 
underserved and indigenous communities.

Key Aspects of "Rail for All"

● Universal Access: Prioritizing the extension of rail services 
to rural and remote areas, ensuring that everyone, 
regardless of location or economic status, can access 
reliable transportation.

● Community Collaboration: Engaging with all communities, 
including indigenous and special needs communities in the 
planning and implementation of rail routes, respecting and 
incorporating their cultural values and needs.

● Economic and Social Empowerment: Connecting more 
communities to enhance local economies and provide better 
access to jobs, better education, and access to healthcare.

● Sustainable and Equitable Development: Promoting a 
green transportation alternative that contributes to 
environmental preservation, crucial for all communities, 
including indigenous territories.

"Rail for All" symbolizes a step towards a more equitable, 
connected, and sustainable Alberta, where rail transit is a tool for 
social and economic empowerment for all its residents.

All aboard! Join us in supporting the revitalization of regional passenger rail. If 
you would like to know more about Rail for All, Connecting Communities or 
Connecting Neighbours. 

Visit https://integrated.travel/ and sign up for our newsletter to keep you up to date on our project.
Visit https://abrailway.com  to keep you up to date on our project.
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